Payment amounts

The Youth Allowance payment rates for 2010 listed below are a guide only.

Income and assets tests will be used to work out how much you can get.

If you are not independent, the parental means test will also usually apply.

	If you are
	The maximum fortnightly payment is

	single with no children, under 18 years and living at home
	$206.30

	single with no children, under 18 years and not living at home
	$377*

	single with no children, 18 years and over and living at home
	$248.10

	single with no children, 18 years and over and not living at home
	$377*

	single with children
	$493.90*

	partnered with no children
	$377*

	partnered with children
	$413.90*

	single, principal carer of a dependent child (granted an exemption for foster caring/home schooling/distance education/large family)
	$574.50


* You may qualify for Rent Assistance.

If you receive Youth Allowance you may qualify for other benefits.

If you are under 18 years of age and not considered independent your payments will usually be paid to a parent or guardian.

Special payment rates

The special rates below apply if you are over 21 years, commencing full-time study and you are:

· 

a long-term income support recipient who is receiving/has received an income support payment (other than a student payment) for at least 26 out of the last 39 weeks, or

· 

a migrant student who does not speak English as a first language and is undertaking an approved course in English.

	If you are
	The maximum fortnightly payment is

	single and living at home
	$304.60

	single and not living at home
	$457.90

	partnered with no children
	$413.90


Rent Assistance rates if you do not have dependent children

	If you are
	The maximum amount of Rent Assistance per fortnight is
	Rent Assistance is not paid if your fortnightly rent is less than
	The maximum amount of Rent Assistance is paid if your fortnightly rent is more than

	single with no dependent children
	$111.80
	$99.40
	$248.47

	single, sharer, no dependent children
	$74.53
	$99.40
	$198.78

	a couple with no dependent children
	$105.40
	$162
	$302.53

	one of a couple who are separated due to illness, no dependent children*
	$111.80
	$99.40
	$248.47

	a couple who are temporarily separated, no dependent children
	$105.40
	$99.40
	$239.93


* Includes respite care and partner in prison.

Rent Assistance rates if you have dependent children

If you have dependent children, you will usually get Rent Assistance with Family Tax Benefit Part A.

	If you are
	The maximum amount of Rent Assistance per fortnight is
	Rent Assistance is not paid if your fortnightly rent is less than
	The maximum amount of Rent Assistance is paid if your fortnightly rent is more than

	single with 1 or 2 children
	$131.32
	$130.90
	$305.99

	single with 3 or more children
	$148.40
	$130.90
	$328.77

	a couple with 1 or 2 children
	$131.32
	$193.62
	$368.71

	a couple with 3 or more children
	$148.40
	$193.62
	$391.49


Special rules apply if you are a single sharer, pay board and lodging or live in a retirement village.
Income test.
	If you are
	To get the full allowance 

(per fortnight) you can earn up to**
	To get a part allowance

(per fortnight) you need to earn less than

	Single, under 18, at home, students and Australian Apprentices
	$236
	$593.17

	Single, under 18, at home, job seekers
	$62
	$437.17

	Single, 18 and over, at home, students and Australian Apprentices
	$236
	$662.84

	Single, 18 and over, at home, job seekers
	$62
	$506.84

	Single or partnered, away from home, students and Australian Apprentices
	$236
	$877.67*

	Single or partnered, away from home, job seekers
	$62
	$721.67*

	Partnered, with dependants, students and Australian Apprentices
	$236
	$939.17*

	Partnered, with dependants, job seekers
	$62
	$783.17*

	Single, with dependants, students and Australian Apprentices
	$236
	$1,072.50*

	Single, with dependants, job seekers
	$62
	$916.50*

	Single, long-term unemployed aged 21 or over undertaking full-time study or Australian Apprenticeship, at home
	$236
	$757

	Single, long-term unemployed aged 21 or over undertaking full-time study or Australian Apprenticeship, away from home
	$236
	$1012.50*

	Partnered, long-term unemployed aged 21 or over undertaking full-time study or Australian Apprenticeship, no dependants
	$236
	$939.17*


* These figures may be higher if you are eligible for Rent Assistance or Pharmaceutical Allowance.

** For job seekers, fortnightly income between $62 and $250 reduces fortnightly allowance by 50 cents in the dollar. Income above $250 reduces payment by 60 cents in the dollar. For students and Australian Apprentices, fortnightly income between $236 and $316 reduces fortnightly allowance by 50 cents in the dollar. Income above $316 reduces payment by 60 cents in the dollar. For students and Australian Apprentices the income test is subject to income bank credit. Partner income which exceeds the cut-off point reduces fortnightly allowance by 60 cents in the dollar.

